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persons await him there and he would return to his ship and fetch
the despatches he had for Santo Domingo that they might deliver
them to the persons to whom they were addressed.
As he was returning toward his ship a lookout (whom deponent
always kept in the top) called out that two pinnaces were coming
from the port of Santo Domingo and that they were steering straight
for the ship. Therefore, in order that they might not take his ship
with all the despatches he carried, deponent hurried on board,
hauled up his boat, and without waiting to deliver the despatches,
for there was no time, (p. 3) made sail in great haste and fled to sea,
and the pinnaces pursued him for three leagues. The wind favoured
him, and it was so strong that his ship sailed fastest, and so he
steered for Cartagena. As he fled from the pinnaces deponent saw
many sail both in the port of Santo Domingo and outside it, along
the bar.
Deponent desired to go from there to Santa Marta, to warn that
place, and from there to send warning to Cartagena by land and by
sea, but he encountered such strong contrary winds that he could
not make Santa Marta and steered for Cartagena. He fell in with
Punta de la Galera on the twelfth day of March of the current year
near nightfall and deponent with his ship went in among the shallows
there between the islands and lay in a cross sea all night.
Next day, which was Shrove Tuesday, the thirteenth of that
month, deponent saw in the sea many pieces of wood of a ship which
seemed to have broken up, and he suspected that Cartagena might
have fallen. Therefore that day in the afternoon he passed between
the mainland and the island of Carey, which they call the Boca
Chica entrance to the harbour of Cartagena, and in a hidden inlet
on the landward side he anchored in a place where he could not be
seen from the port of Cartagena. When night fell he put off his boat
and with five seamen and His Majesty's despatches addressed to
Cartagena deponent made his way into the port. To landward they
saw a light and cautiously drew near to it and found that it was a
Cartagena frigate which was leaving laden with clothing but lay at
anchor there, and those on board informed deponent that the
Englishman had not arrived at Cartagena.
(p. 4) They said that the galleys' tender with soldiers on board
was stationed like a sentinel at Boca Grande entrance to the harbour,
and they went to the tender and there four soldiers came on board
from their boat and they all proceeded to disembark with the
despatches at Cartagena.
They arrived in the city at dawn on Ash Wednesday, the four-